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History of Islam in America. A Timeline of Key Events.
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Did You Know?
Feb 21, 1965: At the age of 39, Mal-
colm X (aka El-Hajj Malik El-Shaba-
zz) was assassinated while giving a 
speech in New York less than a year 
after departing from the Nation of 
Islam, becoming a Sunni Muslim, and 
performing Hajj. He was described as 
one of the greatest and most influ-
ential African Americans in history. 
For nearly a dozen years, he was the 
public face of the Nation of Islam.

Malcolm Shabazz Masjid

Located in Manhattan with an interna-
tional congregation, Malcolm Shabazz 
Masjid is a point of pride for the Muslims 
of Harlem. The building was originally 
opened as Temple No. 7 in 1957, led by 
Nation of Islam’s Minister Malcolm X. 
In 1965, it was firebombed and largely 
destroyed after the assassination of 
Malcolm X. When it was reopened in 
1969, renovations had introduced the 
traditional features of middle-eastern 
architecture such as arches and the 
aluminum dome, once topped by a 
golden crescent. In the late 1970’s, it 
was renamed Masjid Malcolm Shabazz 
honoring its first minister. The mosque 
is now the center of a lively community 
that supports the private Sister Clara 
Muhammad School, a bookstore, res-
taurants and a range of social services 
for children, the sick and the elderly. The 
mosque’s leaders have helped develop 
an international market in a vacant lot 
across the street, a contribution to eco-
nomic revitalization. Additionally, they 
plan to initiate construction of public 
housing and housing for the elderly on 
another corner of the mosque’s intersec-
tion. Resident Imam Izak-el M. Pasha 
became the first Muslim chaplain of the 
New York City Police Department in 
1999. He also serves on the Executive 
Council of Religions for Peace – USA, 
as a representative of The Mosque 
Cares/W.D. Mohammed Ministries, 
which is centered in Chicago.

There are about 280 Mosques/Islamic 
centers, 30 full time Islamic schools and 
2 Islamic colleges in New York.
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صلى الله عليه وسلم: قال ر�سول الله

البخاري » اإن �شر النا�س منزلة عند الله من تركه اأو ودعه النا�س اتقاء فح�شه«

The Prophet said:

“The worse people, in the sight of Allah are those whom the people leave (undisturbed) to save themselves from 
their dirty language.” Al-Bukhari

1965:
President Lyndon B. Johnson signed 
into law the Immigration and
Nationality Act of 1965, which
abolished the national-origin quotas 
established in 1924, and spurred
non-European immigration to the 
United States.

1965:
Published soon after its subject’s assassination 
in February 1965, The Autobiography of
Malcolm X tells the story of one man’s
conversion to Islam in the larger context of the 
African-American experience. It remains one of 
the most influential books of the 20th century.
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Canadian holidays. Your 
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Masjid & Community Info:

Important information 
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